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ness and security be found. My views are moderate.
I desire everything that can make peace lasting; but
in this world wishes are not enough. I have solemn
duties to perform with respect to my allies, and
unfortunately, the question of the future and, I hope,
speedy peace, is very complicated. Your country has
turned all ideas upside down. In approaching this
question, it is necessary to face just complaints or
prejudices. Still this is no less the most ardent desire
of my heart, and I trust that soon we shall be able
to reconcile our nations. In England there is no ill
will, but great preparations are making. Necessarily
this causes some delay until things- get fairly under
way; then, please God, all will go smoothly. The
news you send me of your son gives me great
pleasure. Your brothers and sisters were, at last
accounts, very well, and so was my wife. I, too, am
in good health. Believe me as ever your loving
father,                                                   FBANCIS."

At the beginning of 1814 Marie Louise, who heard
much more talk about armaments than about nego-
tiations for peace, wrote to her father a letter which
contained this sentence, full of alarm: " Since your
troops are at the French frontier, the whole nation
is arming. I am afraid that the Emperor will leave
soon for the army, and will leave me in the middle of
this city, which is preparing for the combat." Far
from her husband, the young Empress was to feel
lonely and anxious. Her principal counsellor was
to be Joseph, whom she scarcely knew, and who, in